
Teaming With Wildlife 2005 
Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail 
 
May 20, 2004 marked the grand opening of the 
Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail and the 
project's first regional trail, the Lake 
Superior/Northwoods Birding and Nature Trail.  
A full-color, 72 page viewing guide including 
maps and directions to 88 premier wildlife 
viewing destinations has been enthusiastically 
received by nature-based travelers who have been 
ordering the free guide at a rate of 10,000 copies 
per month. 
 
With this project, Wisconsin enters the arena of statewide, self-guided auto 
tours designed to link the wildlife-viewing public with the natural resources 
they love.  The Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative is the network of 
local, State and Federal Agencies and NGOs whose aim is to provide 
recreational and educational opportunities to the public and economic 
benefits to their communities through this project. 
 
Benefits to Bird Conservation 
Birds are the most important component of the Great Wisconsin Birding and 
Nature Trail project.  Maintaining the natural resources featured in the 
project will help keep our birds and wildlife healthy and at the same time 
offer important economic, educational and recreational opportunities to all.   
 

• Wildlife Species of Greatest Conservation Need.  
Many of Wisconsin's birds are declining.  In an 
effort to offer a way to connect people to the 
issues surrounding their decline, the Great 
Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail becomes a 
novel and effective approach to raising public 
awareness and understanding of the peril of birds 
and the habitats that support them.   

 
• A platform for conservation projects.  The Great 

Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail brings 
together a diverse mix of partners who have 
become engaged in a variety of conservation 



projects.  Projects can result in habitat enhancement and protection, 
promote infrastructure improvements for the public's benefit such as 
boardwalks, wildlife viewing structures, provide interpretive materials 
and address issue-related activity such as exotic species control. 

 
• Establishing economic value for wildlife viewing. Statistics touting the 

economic strength of birders speaks 
directly to the value of birds. Interest in the 
economic data being generated by 
conservation groups regarding nature-
based trail users is providing support for 
conservation work. Wisconsin ranks third 
in the nation in numbers of wildlife 
watchers over the age of 16.  More than 2 
million residents and 1 million non-
residents spend $1.3 billion on their 
wildlife-viewing forays in Wisconsin.  

 
• The goal.  To provide the public with a 

statewide significant project that gives 
access to the natural resources of 
Wisconsin and demonstrates that birding is 
good for conservation and that 
conservation is good for birding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


